Ripon Record 1987 – 2010 instructions for compilers. 

This year we are researching details for an update on the history of Ripon traditionally published as the Ripon Record. The last edition was completed in 1986 just 100 years after the 1886 Millenary edition which gave Ripon its first major historical publication albeit a celebration of 1000 years since the supposed charter horn presented by Alfred the Great. No historian has ever taken this claim seriously as it is based on spurious evidence of the 18th century historian Thomas Gent who maintains that he saw a document supporting the Alfredian charter.  Gent maintained that the document a manuscript was in the Ripon Council archive and a reward was posted for evidence of the existence of the manuscript in 1886 prior to the Millenary celebrations. The Council archive was thoroughly investigated but nothing was found as it could not exist as the simple fact is that Alfred was busy fortifying the burghs (towns) of Wessex in 886 and the whole of Northumbria (land north of the Humber), including Ripon was under the control of one of the Viking armies; a horn charter from Alfred is not possible or believable. Gent probably mistook Alfred the Great for Alcfrid, King of  Northumbria in the 7th century who gave land to the monastery at Ripon in 651 creating the Liberty of St Wilfrid and to which King Athelstan, Alfred the Great’s grandson, gave a charter in 934.  
The 1986 Ripon Record was a joint effort mainly edited by Dr John Whitehead, Ted Pearson, Edna Ellis and Mary Mauchline with input from members of the Ripon Civic Society including Beryl Thompson and Jean Denton. It is likely that the new publication, initially online, will have a different format to that of 1986 as the two column layout is too much like a newspaper and is restrictive for images. Modern design capabilities are infinite with digital imagery and block texts on screen giving un-heard of flexibility to both printed and web pages. The intention is to follow the format of both the Ripon Millenary and the Ripon Record of a monthly entry and a year at a time, but a calendar rather than a civic year. It will be possible to add meteorological records for the month, sporting records, certainly lists of  Mayors, Parish, District and County Cllrs, Deans, Bishops, MPs, Wakemen, Hornblowers, Bellmen, Sergeants at Mace, etc from previous Ripon Records as a single source of data. 
 There will be 24 chapters each covering one year and written by a different researcher with Mick Stanley as overall editor. Several years already have authors, but we still need authors for 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010.   Authors that have agreed to write are Tony Place 1987, Pat Rumbold 1992, Sue and Brian Hughes 1993, Roy Waite 1996, Mick Stanley 2000, and Holy Trinity Junior school 2006.
For example the entry for March 2004, July 2008 and September 2008 could include:-
March 2004.

St Cuthbert’s Cross on the Cathedral Primary School site was unveiled by Carol Younge on 19th March, St Cuthbert’s birthday, in memory of her late husband Mike Younge, founder and Director of Ripon Local Studies Research Centre from 1999 until his untimely death in February 2004. Mike had chaired the working group that raised funds to have the Cross carved by local mason Garry Payne from Dunhouse Sandstone, a Carboniferous rock from County Durham. The working party included the late Dean John Methuen, Father Daniel O’Leary, Helen Brown, Mike Younge, John Wells, Loretta Williams and Cllr. Mick Stanley
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July 2008
Ripon Spa Gardens once again holds the region’s record for the number of Green Flags it holds with the announcement on 24 July that they have been awarded another. In 2001, these delightful gardens in the centre of Ripon were the only park in Yorkshire and Humber to attain this accolade.  They have kept up the standard by being annually awarded a Green Flag ever since. 
September 2008
New road linking Blossomgate and North Street, Marshall Way, opened to traffic on 8th September with a 50 space

 car park and the apartments in the West of Market Place scheme were released for sale from Maple Grove the 

developers, part of the Eric Wright Group. Throughout the contract period, Harrogate Borough Council had agreed 
with Maple Grove that 50 spaces should be retained at all times. Temporary access to those spaces was removed 
from 26 August to 8 September  to allow the permanent access to be created.  The 50 spaces are part of the 170 
space car park developed as part of the west of Market Place scheme which will open for use when Booth’s 

supermarket opens in 2009. 
  Length of entries.

There is no set length for entries, but between 100 – 500 words is a reasonable length for monthly entries which are précis’s of the month’s happening. The piece above on St Cuthbert’s Cross is 98 words.

 Topics
In addition to the monthly entries there will be topic sections covering the Ring Road, College, Safeway’s/Leisure Centre, housing, Williamson’s, Ripon Canal, Market Place, Quarry Moor, west of Market Place, in fact any major developments or changes that have happened in the past 25years with maps and plans and special information boxes where necessary. An appropriate note to look at the separate box will be inserted into the year entry at the relevant month when the event, project, etc opened or was completed. The length of entry here will vary considerably but the maximum should be about 2,000 words. The example below has 343 words.
Jewels of Ripon

The Ripon City Partnership in October 2008 organised the first ‘Jewels of Ripon’ awards at the Ripon Spa Hotel on 8th October to recognise achievements in 9 different categories for Business, Community, Culture, Environment, Tradesman of the Year, Sports, Tourism, Youth plus an Overall Winner. The Awards are aimed at recognising and celebrating excellence and best practice within the Ripon community, and are open to all individuals and businesses, large or small, located within the Ripon and its rural area.

Sponsorship of £250 was obtained for Business from the (Eura Audit UK), for community from North Yorkshire County Council, for culture from Harrogate Borough Council and Ripon Festivals, for tradesman of the Year from Wolsley UK Ltd/Plumb Centre/Build Centre & Parts Centre, for Sports from F E Metcalfe & Co, for Tourism from Ripon Race Company Ltd, for Environment from  Ripon Land Rover & Ripon Farm Services Ltd, for Youth from  Phillip Hall and the Overall Winner from Ripon City Council. 
Each sponsor received a media publicity pack with acknowledgment of all publicity, their name on award plaque, the winner of the Award on their table at the Awards Dinner and active publicity in the Ripon Gazette. 
The recipients of the awards for 2008 were…Business – Mark Ryan of Great Northern Wine; Community – Hazel Barker; Culture – Xenophon Kelsey; Environment – Ripon Civic Society and Ripon Cathedral Primary School (joint-winners); Sports – Ben Moorhouse; Tourism – Hornblower George Pickles; Tradesman – Barrie Hartley; Youth – Naomi Moorhouse and the overall winner was Hornblower George Pickles. 

For 2009 were Business – Mark Ryan of Great Northern Wine; Community – Hazel Barker; Culture – Xenophon Kelsey; Environment – Ripon Civic Society and Ripon Cathedral Primary School (joint-winners); Sports – Ben Moorhouse; Tourism – Hornblower George Pickles; Tradesman – Barrie Hartley; Youth – Naomi Moorhouse and the overall winner was Hornblower George Pickles. 

and for 2010 were Business – Mark Ryan of Great Northern Wine; Community – Hazel Barker; Culture – Xenophon Kelsey; Environment – Ripon Civic Society and Ripon Cathedral Primary School (joint-winners); Sports – Ben Moorhouse; Tourism – Hornblower George Pickles; Tradesman – Barrie Hartley; Youth – Naomi Moorhouse and the overall winner was Hornblower George Pickles. 

