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Following a recent meeting we
have looked in more detail at the
publication of a new colour illus-
trated ‘Ripon Record’. The Centre
feels that it should work together
with Ripon Civic Society, Ripon
Historical Society founded in
1986, Ripon Museums Trust, an-
other young organisation, and
other interested individuals to pro-
duce the new publication in both
printed format and on the Internet.
We will provide afull and compre-
hensive record for people of the
world to consult, but a printed
summary will be available locally.
There will be 20 chapters each
covering a year written by a differ-
ent researcher with Mick Stanley
as overal editor. Dr John White-
head has aready agreed to write
one year, as has Dr David Rivers,
Derek Edmondson, Brian and Sue
Hughes.

Theintention isto follow the tra-

A
RIPON
RECORD
1987—2006

?

ditional format of both the Ripon
Millenary and the Ripon Record of
ayear at atime, but a calendar
rather than acivic year. In addition
there will be topic sections covering
the Ring Road, College, Safe-
ways/Leisure Centre, housing, Wil-
liamson’s, Ripon Canal, Market
Square, etc in fact any mgjor devel-
opments or changes that have hap-
pened in the past 20 years with
maps and plans and specia informa-
tion boxes where necessary. We are
interested in hearing from newslet-
ter readers of topicsthat could be
included. It will be possible to add
meteorological records for the
month, sporting records, certainly
listsof Mayors Parish, District and
County Councillors and Wakemen
from previous Ripon Records, (asa
single source of data), and it is
likely that anew layout with page-
width text rather than newspaper
columns which are difficult to read.
The advent of digital imagery and




text givesinfinite flexibility and the ability to add colour to
both printed and web pages.

For example we will be able to include images such as these:

St Cuthbert’s Cross on the Cathedral Primary School site was
unveiled by Carol Younge on 19" March, which was St
Cuthbert’ s birthday, in memory of her late husband Mike

Y ounge. Mike was founder and Director of Ripon Local Studies
Research Centre from 1999 until his untimely death in February
2004.

If you areinterested in helping with research or have particular
knowledge or images of aspects of the City over the past 20
years please contact Ripon Loca Studies Research Centre on
01765 6992200 or riponlocal study@btconnect.com

You can call Mick Stanley on 01765 609479 or email
mick.stanleyl@btinternet.com

Or

Sue Hughes 01765 607949 or email suzhuh@aol.com

RIPON COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT

The group are currently involved in two different writing activities. Firstly, the preparation of descrip-
tive overviews of the parishes surrounding Ripon that have been the subject of study for the last four
years. Thishasinvolved considerable editing of our earlier work as our knowledge and experience has
improved throughout the project. We intend to produce five booklets concerning

North Stainley with Sleningford.

West and East Tanfield

Norton Conyers and Hutton Conyers

Sharow, Copt Hewick and Bridge Hewick

5. Littlethorpe, Markenfield Hall and Studley Roger.
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The booklets will give an overview account of the 2000 or so archaeological |ocations we have identi-

fied in these eleven parishes.

The second task is the preparation of adetailed proposal for further work on contiguous parishes which
is planned for athree year period. If the application to the Loca Heritage Initiative of the Lottery Fund
is successful we will arrange alaunch event, possibly in September, when we would hope other people

might be interested and join us.

Dr David Rivers RCAP
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We have a copy of the Roll
of Honour in the Local
Studies Centre and thereis
another onein the Mayor’s
Parlour. It contains some
245 names listed by ser-
vice, unit and rank.

Internet searches of the
“Commonwealth War
Graves Commission” and
“Soldiers who died in the
Great War” websites have
identified most, but some
30 cannot be found on ei-
ther site. The Librarian at
the Grammar School is
kindly providing details
from the School Magazine
of those old boys who fell
in the War and we will
check the names of the
memorialsin the Cathedral
and Spa Park.
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We would be grateful if any-
one can give usinformation,
preferably in writing on those
local men who fell in WW1.
We would also appreciate any
information on who compiled
the list.
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As part of the consideration of the Great Reform Bill of 1832, Parliament sent
out Commissionersto report on the existing seats represented in Parliament and
submit their recommendations as to their retention and any changesin parlia-
mentary boundaries which would be desirable.

The Commissioner who dealt with Ripon was JohnWrottesley, and a summary
of hisfindingsis set out below.

He described Ripon as that of avery respectable and wealthy county town in-
creasing rapidly in population, and although it had no manufacturies itself,
there was an extensive manufactury of saddle trees in Bondgate, which at that
time was a separate parliamentary parish. The countryside in the vicinity was
rich and well wooded and contained many objects of local attraction and inter-
est. It was speculated that this was the reason for many respectable families
who had been induced to settle there in the recent past. He opined that as are-
sult, the town had increased in importance as a residence for persons of that
class, and an improvement of this nature in atown, once commenced, had a
natural tendency to re-produce itself.

Ripon had an excellent corn market, and was gradually increasing in size by the
erection of new buildings, some of which were of £10 yearly value*, but the

greater part were small cottages. The new houses were to be found mainly on
the Thirsk and Boroughbridge roads.

The parish of Ripon was most extensive and contained 32 townships, some of
which were great in area, all of which were agricultural.

Prior to the new Act, the el ective franchise in Ripon was based on the owner-
ship of Burgage tenements. The ancient Borough boundary was said to have
been lost and was unknown, and the Burgage houses were intermingled with
others. The limits of the jurisdiction of the Corporation were co-extensive with
the Township but their common boundary was not connected with the Parlia-
mentary boundary. In the south, the Town extended by a continuous street into
the Township of Aismunderby with Bondgate. The whole of the town of Ripon
was built within the limits of the former township, with the exception of 125
houses in the suburb of Bondgate.

The Commissioner concluded that the revised Parliamentary boundary should
include Bondgate and a small adjacent area of Aismunderby, but not the rural
area of that township.

To give an indication of voting figures, the Township of Riponin 1831 had a
population of 5,080, of which 383 were worth £10 per annum. The figures for
Bondgate were of a population of 620 with 20 houses qualifying.

*(The lower limit for qualification of property enfranchisement under the Bill).

DEREK EDMONDSON.




